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A Journey of Dreams 
  He lay in the grip of his last fever, the bright points of pain stabbing into his back, and he knew that this was the 
beginning of what he had dreamed of so long. “Lord, lead my soul out of prison.” 
  Earlier that day his brothers had carried him here to this chapel of Our Lady of Angels, on the plain below the city.  As 
they made the steep descent from Assisi, Francis had asked them to stop at the leper colony, so that from there he could 
bless his town for the last time.  He was almost blind, but he thought he could see the city stretched out before him like a 
wide, multi-colored tapestry.  Perhaps he saw it only with his spirit. 
  How different the town looked today from what it was that day years before when he had risen from his long illness 
and staggered about the green hills and found that they no longer lifted his heart.  He was only twenty-two years old 
then.  It had been a bright day, and he remembered the roofs catching the sun like quilts of red and pink and white.  But 
their beauty had only depressed him.  The heavy spirit of melancholy had him in her grip, and he didn't understand, 
didn't want to understand why. 
  People who passed the young Francis as he trudged up the long hill had recognized him and congratulated him that he 
was well again.  And he remembered thinking cynically:  They are saying to themselves, “There's Pietro's worthless son.  
He looks pretty pale, shaky on his feet, too.  But why should we worry about it?  He's better off than we'll ever be.  At 
least he has a future.” 
  If only they had known the emptiness and despair he suffered precisely because he was Pietro Bernadone's son, 
precisely because he was rich and famous and well-liked.  How terribly boring it all seemed then.  And yet somehow 
when he looked back at the city from the top of Mount Subasio, he was still young enough at twenty-two to believe that 
some destiny was waiting for him that would make that lovely city proud of him.  Where and when the call to destiny 
waited for him, he did not know, but his deepest suspicion was that he would finally respond to the call of chivalry that 
plagued him night and day, and become a knight.  That had to be where his future lay... 
  The pains in his head and chest and back started again and Francis was jerked momentarily from his reverie.  He 
coughed deeply and clutched his cross more tightly.  The pains were beginning to dull his senses, and he slowly slipped 
back into his memories of the past... 
  That day, twenty-two years before, as he stood on the hill outside his town, he had experienced the great 
disillusionment of his youth.  He had suddenly realized that in his illness something very sad had happened to him.  He 
would surely have despaired then and given up hope of ever being happy again were it not for the Dream.  A few weeks 
after he had stood despondent on Mount Subasio, wondering if his brief twenty-two years were the end of life and of 
youth, he dreamed the Dream that changed everything forever.  (This is the first excerpt from Francis the Journey and the 
Dream by Murray Bodo. Some months there will be questions for you to ponder and meditate on, other months not.  I hope that you 
enjoy these readings) Janice Rybaski ofs minister. 
 

 Prayer for the Faithful by St. Patrick 
May the Strength of God guide us. 
May the Power of God preserve us. 

May the Wisdom of God instruct us. 
May the Hand of God protect us. 
May the Way of God direct us. 

May the Shield of God defend us. 
May the Angels of God guard us. 
Against the snares of the evil one.  

May Christ be with us! 
May Christ be before us! 

May Christ be in us, 
Christ be over all!  

May Thy Grace, Lord, 
Always be ours, 

This day, O Lord, and forevermore. Amen. 
 

SAINT PATRICK 

The dates of Patrick's life cannot be fixed with certainty, but there is broad 

agreement that he was active as a missionary in Ireland during the second 

half of the 5th century. Early medieval tradition credits him with being the 

first bishop of Armagh and Primate of Ireland, and they regard him as the 

founder of Christianity in Ireland, converting a society practicing a form of 

Celtic polytheism. He has been generally so regarded ever since, despite 

evidence of some earlier Christian presence in Ireland. 

   According to the Confessio of Patrick, when he was about 16, he was 

captured by Irish pirates from his home in Britain and taken as a slave to 

Ireland, looking after animals; he lived there for six years before escaping 

and returning to his family. After becoming a cleric, he returned to northern 

and western Ireland. In later life, he served as a bishop, but little is known 

about the places where he worked. By the seventh century, he had already 

come to be revered as the patron saint of Ireland. 

   Saint Patrick's Day is observed on 17 March, the supposed date of his 

death. It is celebrated inside and outside Ireland as a religious and cultural 

holiday. In the dioceses of Ireland, it is both a solemnity and a holy day of 

obligation; it is also a celebration of Ireland itself. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St. Otto’s Conference Room, February 13, 2018, 5 PM 

  Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Sue 
Zenzen, Charlotte VanRisseghem & Janet Berendt.  Minister 
Jan Rybaski opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual. 
  Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and approved as 
printed in the Herald. 
Treasurer’s report:    
Beginning balance 1-9-2018   $1,309.59 
Receipts: Common Fund    $104.00  
India family        $10.00 
Interest             $.06 
Total                 $1,423.65 
Disbursements:  
Queen of Peace Region  $715.00 
Postage     $49.00 
Good Book Store (Gift certificate & card) $28.21 
Ending balance 2-13-2018 $631.44 
Approval of $15.00 to Janet Berendt for birthday cards and 
postage. 
  The date of establishment of our fraternity was September 
22, 1935. 
  Our fund raiser will be a yard sale at the home of Kay 
Voegtle on Saturday, May 19, 2018 in Pierz.  Items may be 
brought on Friday, May 18. 
  Kay Voegtle has requested the status as a lapsed member.  
Regional formation workshop in Rochester on May 19, 2018. 
  Sister Mary Ann Capizzo has agreed to serve as our next 
Spiritual Assistant; council approved.  A letter will be sent to 
the Provincial Spiritual Assistant, Fr. Ed McKenzie from 
Chicago with a request for approval.  After that, the 
information will be sent to Kathy Taormina. 
Meeting closed with prayers from The Ritual at 5:40 PM. 
 
  Minutes of Gathering February 13, 2018 – 6:00 PM  St. 
Otto’s Gathering Room.  Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Sue 
Zenzen, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, David 
Czech, Kathy Hoffman Tax, Pam Geyer, Karen Gross, Elvira 
Stumpf and Patty Commerford.  Guests:  Sister Georgine 
Larson and Sister Maurita Bernett. 
  In appreciation of Sister Georgine serving as our Spiritual 
Assistant, we enjoyed a pot luck supper and a cake for 
dessert provided by Charlotte.  Patty Commerford presented 
a gift certificate to Sister Georgine for the Good Book Store.   
  Jan opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Charlotte led Liturgy of the Hours.  The gospel 
readings were read and discussed.  Jan shared council 
discussion on the approval of Sister Mary Ann Capizzo as 
our next Spiritual Assistant and information sent to Kathy 
Taormina.  A yard sale to be held at Kay Voegtle’s on May 19, 
2018 for our fundraiser.  Birthdays observed in 
February:  Rita Toenies, Agnes Thoma and Rita Vosen. 
Sister Maurita played guitar for a sing-a-long before closing 
the meeting with prayers from The Ritual and prayer of St. 
Francis at 8:00 PM. 

Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
March 2018 
2nd-World Day of Prayer 
3rd-birthday-Sue Zenzen 
St Katherine Drexel 
7th-Sts Perpetua and Felicity 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Janet Berendt 
Prayer-Stations of the Cross 
17th-St Patrick 
19

th
-birthday-Josephine Larson 

St Joseph 
25th-Palm Sunday 
30th-Good Friday 
April 2018 
1st-Easter Sunday 
9th-The Annunciation of the Lord 

10th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Sue Zenzen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
11th-birthday-Beverly Nouis 
13th-profession anniversary-Doris Falk & Agnes Thoma 
19th-profession anniversary-Rita Toenies 
28th-St Louis Grignion de Montfort 
30th-St Pius V 

 

 

Have a  

Blessed Lent! 

 

     Born Antonio Ghislieri in Bosco, Italy, during his 

papacy (1566-1572), Pius V was faced with the almost 

overwhelming responsibility of getting a shattered and 
scattered Church back on its feet. The family of God 
had been shaken by corruption, by the Reformation, by 
the constant threat of Turkish invasion, and by the 
bloody bickering of the young nation-states. In 1545, a 
previous pope convened the Council of Trent in an 
attempt to deal with all these pressing problems. Off 
and on over 18 years, the Fathers of the Church 
discussed, condemned, affirmed, and decided upon a 
course of action. The Council closed in 1563. 
     Pius V was elected in 1566 and charged with the task 
of implementing the sweeping reforms called for by the 
Council. He ordered the founding of seminaries for the 
proper training of priests. He published a new missal, a 
new breviary, a new catechism and established the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes for the 
young. Pius zealously enforced legislation against 
abuses in the Church. He patiently served the sick and 
the poor by building hospitals, providing food for the 
hungry, and giving money customarily used for the 
papal banquets to poor Roman converts. His decision to 
keep wearing his Dominican habit led to the custom–to 
this day–of the pope wearing a white cassock. He was 
especially known for his devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and for being a great promoter of the Holy 
Rosary, so much so that he is called “The Pope of the 
Rosary.” Pope Pius V died on May 1, 1572, of a painful 
disease, uttering "O Lord, increase my sufferings and 
my patience!" He is enshrined at Santa Maria Maggiore 
in Rome, and was beatified by Clement X in 1672. He 
was canonized by Clement XI in 1712. 
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